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ABSTRACT

This article aims to explain the role of Bangladesh Open University (BOU) transferring agricultural technologies and
dissemination education through media to the farmers and learners. Bangladesh Open University is providing higher education and
professional training in wide areas such as agriculture, business, education, arts, science and technology. The university delivers all
levels of education in different fields through tutorial services, printing materials, radio-television and using other suitable
Information Communication Technology (ICT). Bangladesh is an agricultural country with an area of 147,570 sq. km having a
population of 160 million. Over 50% of the total land areas in Bangladesh are cultivated. The vast majority of the population depends
on agriculture and natural resources for their food and income. The need for transfer of updated agricultural technology is at the top of
the agricultural policy of the country. Research institutes usually generates technology; it is transferred through different extension
approaches and mass media to the learners and farmers. Agricultural extension is the process of carrying the technology of scientific
agriculture to the farmers in order to enable the farmers to utilize the knowledge and a better econony. The School of Agriculture and
Rural Development (SARD) is to impart education through distance and blended mode comprising formal and non-formal programs
in the field of agriculture and rural development to boost up production of different agricultural commodities including crops,
poultry, dairy and fish. Media programs are a very effective way for dissemination of technology in presence of scientists, extension
workers and farmers. Improved practices are most effective to affect adoption behavior of farmers. So, Bangladesh Open University
able to play an important role in the dissemination of agricultural education and technology through media.
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located at the apex of the Bay of Bengal (Rashid,
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The mangrove forest has been declared as 'World

Heritage site' by the UNESCO in 1997. It provides
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people are based on agricultural and livestock
farming. The poultry sector is an integral part of
farming systems and contributing country's .

protects coastal people from many natural disasters.

economic growth and reducing poverty level in ) )
Climate change posed multiple threats on the
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communities and affected people are unable to
perform their agro-based productions and face other
occupational risks (Nasreen et al., 2016). The
international community recognizes that
Bangladesh ranks high in the list of most vulnerable
countries (Climate Change Cell, 2008). Besides the
frequent disasters like drought, flooding, tornado,
cyclone and tidal surge, Bangladesh is also
susceptible to sea-level rise and large scale
inundation of its low lying land due to global
warming (MoEF, 2005). The impact of climate
change on agricultural production is global concerns
including Bangladesh, where lives and livelihoods
depend mainly on agriculture. In view of these
changes, it is necessary to buildup awareness and
transfer mitigating techniques of climate change
effect in the rural areas of Bangladesh through mass
media. The Bangladesh Open University is to
expand all levels of education in different fields. The
School of Agriculture and Rural Development
(SARD) of BOU is to impart education through
distance mode comprising formal and non-formal
programs in the field of agriculture and rural
development. Field trails or demonstration is a very
effective way for dissemination of technology. Field
demonstrations on improved practices through
media programs are most effective to affect
adoption behavior of farmers. Traditional
commodity oriented agricultural research does not
necessarily consider these realities. As a result,
many of the technologies developed by different
research institute have not been adopted by the
farmers or else they have not been successful in
promoting equitable socioeconomic development.
Transferring new findings and technologies to rural
farmers remain a promising strategy for increasing
agricultural productivity. The new idea must reach
farmers' farms and homes through effective
extension the technologies and put them into use
(Ekoja, 2003). Using the mass media has caused an
increase in the knowledge level and the output of
educational system. It seems the main reason for the
popularity of television lies in its simplicity for the
audiences. Since people intend to choose the easiest

way for learning the simplest way can be found in
television educational programs (Buren, 2000). The
objective of broadcasting media programs produced
by SARD to transferring the crop, livestock, fisheries
and forest based technology among the learners and
interested persons.

Tutorial service of BOU

The BOU follows curriculum based courses
which are offered through different tutorial centre's
located in different geographical districts. Actually
tutorial centers are the well-reputed institutions
located outside of Bangladesh Open University
main campus. There is a memorandum of
understanding between Bangladesh Open
University and the said institutions for tutorial
services. Remuneration is paid to the tutorial centre
for tutorial services. The tutor's qualification,
training especially training in distance learning and
experience play an important role in the learning
process (Rahman and Sadat, 2010). Modules are
handed over to the learners and tutorial support is
provided for each subject by experienced tutors
from the localities where the TCs are situated.
Theoretical classes are held in the traditional class
rooms. Practical classes are held in the field
laboratories of the tutorial centre's. Strict regulations
are followed during enrolment, tutoring and
evaluation for quality assurance of the learners.
Print and electronic media are used to support
students. Books are printed in modular formats.
Various methods are in trial to identify the better
methods of practical demonstration with interactive
approach (Faruque, 1998).

Mode of delivery

The BOU has a rich media centre where
video and audio teaching aids are produced for
broadcasting through national TV and radio
channels. As such student support in print forms as
well as through TV and radio are provided to the
learners. In conventional system of education,
learning is greatly influenced by the dynamic
interaction process that goes on between a teacher
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and students. The learning procedure also includes
tutorial supported audio and video programs
(Kirkwood, 1998). Besides the use of electronic
media for delivering lectures, Bangladesh Open
University supports with face to face interaction
between learners and tutors at the tutorial centers
located outside of the main campus. Several factors
like conditions and infrastructure of the tutorial
centers, tutor's qualification, experience and
training in distance learning, teaching style and
strategies are of importance in the process of
acquiring education through distance mode
(Rahman and Sadat, 2010). Importance of ODL has
recently been focused as a useful tool for transfer of
agricultural technology from the researchers and
academics to the farmers who are the end users.
BOU has taken full advantage of the modern ICT to
facilitate and support its students all over the
country, e.g., provision of student-related
information through web (with data bases at back
end), Learning Management System (LMS),
Interactive Virtual Class Rooms (IVCR), Mobile
Technology, pre-recorded Video Programs and Live
Programs (Live Streaming) through the use of
National TV channel (BTV) as well as Satellite TV
Channel, Radio Programs for both formal and
informal academic course in collaboration with
Bangladesh Radio.

School of Agriculture and Rural Development of
BOU

School of Agriculture and Rural
Development (SARD) is one of the six academic
schools of BOU. SARD is actively engaged in
educating people of the rural areas of the country
with the help of modern technology of agriculture to
boost up production of different agricultural
commodities including field crops, poultry, dairy
and fish. The main objective of the school is to impart
education through distance mode comprising
formal and non formal programs in the field of
agriculture and rural development. It offers degree,
diploma and certificate programs. SARD is also
going to offer Bachelor of Science in Agriculture

(BScAg), Master in Sustainable Agriculture and
Rural Livelihood, MS and PhD programs very soon.

Formal programs

1. Bachelor of Agricultural Education
(BAgEd)

2. Diploma in Youth in Development Work
(DYDW)
Certificate in Livestock & Poultry (CLP)

4. Certificate in Pisciculture & Fish
Processing (CPFP)

5. Master of Science (MS) in Agricultural
Sciences

MS in Agronomy
MS in Entomology
MS in Soil Science
MS in Irrigation and Water Management
(IWM)
MS in Aquaculture
MS Fisheries Biology and Genetics

Upcoming formal programs

1. Bachelor of Science in Agriculture
(BScAg)

2. Master in Sustainable Agriculture and
Rural Livelihood (MSARL)

3. Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

Field of non formal program

Seed Production Technology, Production of
field Crops, Horticulture, Plant Protection, Animal
Science, Afforestation, Fisheries, Farm Machineries
and Rural Development.

Media programme and agriculture

Mass media offer effective channels for
communicating agricultural messages, which can
increase knowledge and influence behavior of
audience members. Broadcast media have the ability
to disseminate information to large audiences
efficiently; and television can be a particularly
important channel (Nazari and Hassan, 2011).

There is no doubt that information and
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communication technologies (ICT) have influenced
educational circumstances more than any other
categories (Asnafi and Hamid, 2008). Many
researchers and educators have tested the
understanding of farmers and other clients toward
the delivery of educational information (Gamon et
al., 1992; Caldwell and Richardson, 1995; Laughlin
and Schmidt, 1995; Trede and Whitaker, 1998;
Suvedi et al., 1999; Akar-Vural, 2010; Faiola et al.,
2010). The outcomes of their studies indicate that
extension educators to communicate new and
emerging technologies to farmers use different
media and methods. The information sources in
different topics of agriculture for the farmers are
radio and television, the propagation publication,
daily farm newspapers, agriculture exhibitions,
practical education and consultation services,
respectively (Ekoja, 2003). North California,
newsletters are the most important information
source in the agricultural sector. Among the media,
utilizing scientific conferences, computer and other
new media are the least preferred; so, few of the
farmers use them (Jenkins et al., 1999). Video, radio
and television are the major sources of information
for the farmers in Nigeria, and print media have a
specific situation in transferring agricultural
information as well. Among the mass media,
regarding informal education, radio and television
have a specific situation. Due to the vast use, the
media are among the best educational and cultural
instruments (Arokoyo, 2003). The success of
agricultural development programs in developing

realize that the development of agriculture could be
hastened with the effective use of mass media (
Salleh et al., 2010). Radio and television has been
acclaimed to be the most effective media for
diffusing the scientific knowledge to the masses.

CONCLUSION

Broadcast media have the ability to
disseminate information to large audiences
efficiently. Mass media offer effective channels for
communicating agricultural messages, which can
increase knowledge and influence behavior of
audience (Nazari and Hassan, 2011). The need for
transfer of updated agricultural technology is at the
top of the agricultural policy of the country.
Agricultural extension is the process of carrying the
technology of scientific agriculture to the farmers.
The School of Agriculture and Rural Development
(SARD) of Bangladesh Open University is to impart
education through distance and blended mode
comprising formal and non-formal programs in the
field of agriculture and rural development to boost
up production of different agricultural commodities
including crops, poultry, dairy and fish. BOU
authority takes initiatives to enhance professional
skilled of the teachers of SARD and should
emphasize on research and updating the materials
for ensuring quality of the media programs.

Now, it is essential to introducing more
radio, television, internet and mobile phone based
technologies for rapid dissemination of information

onagriculture.
countries largely depends on the nature and extent & )
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of use of mass media in mobilization of people for Accepted : August 04, 2018
development. The planners in developing countries
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