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Assessment of Livelihood Security of SHG Women Entrepreneurs in Tank System
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ABSTRACT

This sivdy wor conducted in Perivalulam, Andipottt and Bodinayoldonyer blocite of Theni district in Tamil Vodi.
From ecred pleek, Do SHO were selected bosed on the cortribuiions oftand o eliliood securioe, From these six SHGS, olf
the HE2 members were considered ws the vespondents for the sty The respondenis were inferviewed persoanfly by a well-
sirwecnered titerview schedule. Darg were collected thvough focus growp discussion method, The dara were analvzed uving
fivelibond security index. The salive findings of the sty ave, mafority of reval wosien lad medivs level of sovial veour ity
amd Franciol ecueity aned fod medium Gvelihood security index (LY volue. This veflevied the fmbalonced develipment af

the socredy o igllishts the need ro wale effective steps to improve the frvelthood secunte by focusing an the grey areas,
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Tanks in the Indian context were inextricably
linked Lo e socio-cullural aspeels of mral lile and
have hislorically been an indispensable part of the
village habitat, sustaining s socio-ecological balance
{Balasubramanian, 2004). The most important social
innovarion ta help the poorin recent vears has been the
success of the thrift and credit based SHG. especially
those formed by women. These groups assisted by
NGt have smccessfully developed a system of
revolving credit for the benefit olgroup members baged
on their own savings (Kuohn, 1983). Linking of SHOs
tormal financial institotions has fiuther enhanced
availability ol micro credil [inancing (o the groups. The
SHG play a crucial role in livelihvod dynamics, 1L has
provided a good environment for restoration of
collective action omong people. This has helped to
channelize the resources generated by tank for its
maintenance and management. The leaders and
members actively take up unpaid responsibilities in the
village and Vavalagam associations. lovolvement of
rural woinen wilh these SHGS has made them o cngage
in income generaling aclivitivs based on the lanks,
Hence, the Livelihvod security of the people is being
built through active involvement. In this context, an
attempr has been made to study the contributions of
tanks for the development af livelihood security of the
SHG women,

METHODOLOGY

The study was condueted i Theni district of
Tamil Madu. Three blocks that had maximum number
of tanks viz Periyakolam. Andipatii and
Bodinavakkanur were selecled. Two villapes were
purpusively selected from each of the block. These
villages had tanks that were functioning to the extent off
suppuorting the hivelihood o SI10 women comsiderably.
Accordingly, six representative SHGs were selected
drawing members of ome SHG from each of the
selected villages. All the members of the selected six
SHGs constituted the sample for the study. Thus, the

total sample size of the study is 102, drawn trom the six
SHGs. The respondents were interviewed personally
by 2 wellsstructured mterview schedule.

A holistic analysis of the livelthood system (Fig 1)
berins with the understanding of the socic-economic
backgroumd of the women, an assessment of their
access io resources like pamral, financial, human and
social assets, factors determining the access and
therehy the adoption of diversified livelihood options.
It was conceplualized that there is overlap between the
access (o resources gs the mdicators of livelibood
security and as the factors determining the varions
livelihood oplions 0 aclueve livelthood securily,
Understanding  the livelihood would lead 10 the
identification of intervention points and formulation of
effective extension strategy to support the rural people
to achieve liveliheod secunity with multiple dimensions
like food sccurity, occupational/ financial sceurity,
habitat security, health security, enviroomental
security, educational security and social security,
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Fig. 1, Components of livelihood system
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Computing the compaogite index of livelihond
sceurity @ Each component of livelihood security
consisted of different number of tems/indicators and
henee their range of scores was different. Therefore, the
seores of 4l (he seven componenls were comveried into
it seores by using simple range and variance @5 given
undemeath.

¥ij — Min wi
Llij =
Max, vj —Min yj
Whert,
L'ij = Unit score of the ith respondent on jih
Component
Yij = Value of the ith respondent on the jth
component

Max ¥j — Maximum scare on the jth
companent
Min vj— Minimum score an the jth component

The score of each component ranged
from O 1 Le, when vij is i, the score is 0 and
when yij 15 maximuom he scoreis 1.

The umit scores of each respondent were
multiplied by respective component scale values and
summed up. The scores thus obtained were divided by
the total seale valoe and multiplhicd by 100 (o get the
livelihood scenrity index for cach respondent
i=1-160,j=1-7

U, S
LSl = T X 100
Where, b,

LSIi- Livelihood Security Index of i
respondent

Uij — Unir seore of the ith respondent on |
componerl

Sj= Scalevalue ofthe " component

Scale values of the componcnts of Livelihood
Security Index

BN Components seale vahie
| | Food security 1153
2 | Cecupationalfinancial security | 4,36
3 | Ilabarat security 878
4 | Health securicy 191
5 | Enviccovmental secorig 606
6 | Social securicy 518
7| Edvewlional secunty 5.01

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Compuonents of L8] of rural women

1. Social security : Social development is dependent
on factors Social development is dependent on factors
like community cohesion, networks and leadership.
The impartant factors of social capital are membership
in organization, pacticipation in decision making, level
ol knowledee and influcnce on acoess (0 resourees.

Tahle 1
Distribution of rural women based an social securiiy
ENo.| Social Security | Number | Percentage
1| High 20) 1961
2 | Medinm fil 39 80
3| Taow 21 )58
Total 102 104K

Table 1 revealed that majority of (39.80 %)
rural women had medium level of social security,
followed by 20.58 percent and 19.61 per cent of women
had low and high level of social security respectively.
In general majority of the women had medium level of
social security. This is doe o the advent of self-help
groups that had sirengihened the mroup activilics apan
from empewering the women in villazes. The groups
selected bazed on their age i.e., vear of formadon like
two from old, two from middle and two from young
age. The average membership of the group was
between 16 tol 7. All groups were functioning well but
conflicts mostly rose in old groups compared to young
gronaps, Repayment of loan was good in young gronps
than ald groups, The interest and cnthusiasm ol leader
and member was good in young sroups than old groups.
The benefits were tealized in old groups than young
groups, Middle aged groups showed good perlonmances
but it 15 the time for the group to reftesh the group
concept, laws of groups, purpose of joining and ways to
increase the interest of the members. All the group
leaders plaved crucial role to strengthen the greup.
Rerisier mainienance and ver Geation ofaceounts were
good and perfarmed by leaders and staft periodically.
All the groups had undertaken different activities for
their livelihood. It is based on mterest of members
aboul aclivity, conditions prevailing, already
experience and availability of money. These activities
mainly depended on tank and two groups plan to
expand the activities. These group aceivicies acted as a
sccaond source of heome to the members, Primarily
they carned thom labour and other jobs by male. The
group was supported by Kalanjinm Indystrial Centre
[or mackeling, processing, Iraining and storage. The
members got upproximately Rs. 1000 to 1500 as profit.
It would increase or decrease bused on seasen and lean
period. The groups had the aim to develop orexpand the
activity performed by them to maximize the profit,
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2. Financial security : The role of financial capiral is
very important to explain the livelihood of the rural
women. It cansists of nature of job, sovings, credit and
investments,

Table 2
Distribution of roral women bascd on financial secority
S5.MNn. | Fimancial Security | Momber | Percentoge
I High 19 1R62
Z Medium a4 3784
3 Lew 24 23.53
Todal 102 100.00

The Table 2 alfirmed that majority of{57.84 %)
rural women had medium level of financial security,
High level of financial security was posseszsed by less
than one-fifth {18.62 %) of rural women. More than
ome-fifth (25,53 %) of women had low level of financial
security. The SHG women had received higher amount
of credit from selt-help group. It was utilized for
dilferenl produclive purposes. They provided many
vecupational facilities to rural women, Hence, majority
of the women were under medium level of financial
security. This finding 15 in accordance with the findings
of Lathadevi(2007),

3. Habitat security : Habiiat Security congists of
housing with basic amenities.

Table 3
Distribution of rural women based on habitat seeurity

5.Mo. | Habital Securily | Number | Percenlape

2 Medium 63 .66

3 Low 34 33.33
Total 102 10000

Table 3 showed that two-third 66,06 %) of rural
women had mednum level of habitat security and one-
thard (33.33 %) of women had low level of habilal
security. None of them had high level of habitat
security. The above finding is relevant to the findings of
Lathadeyi (2007).

4. Educational security : Tt includes the educational
level of the family and access to educational facilities
including higher education. Tahle 4 revealed that
overghelming proportion (82.35 %) of SHG women
had medivm level of educational sccurilv, This was
followed by less than vne -fifth (17,65 %) of the women
who had high level of educational security. Mone of
them were found to be in low level of educational
security.
Table 4

Distribution of rural women hased on educational security
S.No. | Educational Security | Number | Percentage

1 High 13 17.65

2 Medium B4 B1.33
12 ILLVRNT

Total

17

Selfthelp group offers a place for discussion.
Through group interaction people were aware abonit the
importance of education, This finding is in accordance
with the findinas of Lathadevi [2007),

5. Environmenial security : I includes polluion fice
environment, dccess (o waler resources, eco=-lnendly
farm management practices and protection from {lood
or drought conditions.
Table 5
Distribution of rural women based on
envirnnmental security

5.No.| Environmental Security | Nomber| Perceniage
1. |High 24 1353
2 | Maedium 549 37.54
3. |Low 19 18.635
Total 102 IR

Table 5 indicated that more than half{57.44 %5}
of the women had medium level of environment
security. They were [ree [rom air polluion, They had
safety and secured wocial environment. However (he
district did not have any organized disposal of sewage.
Mature of disposal is through river and soil.

6. Health secuarity : Tt includes tha health stams of the
family and access ta health care facilities,
‘Tahle 6
Distribution of roral women based
on health secnrity

S.Mo.| Health Security | Momber| Pereentage |

1 High " T

2 Medium 54 82.35

3 Low 11 10.78
Total 102 100,00

Aglanceinto Table 6 shows that overwhelming

proportion (82,35 %) of the women had medium lavel
of health security, whereas one-tenth (10.78 %) of the
women had low level of health security and less than
ome-tenth (.86 %) of women had high level of health
security.
7. Food seeurity @ Food security is operationnlised as
the availability and access to balanced food at
houschold level, The disiibution ef rural SHG women
based on food security is presented in Table 7.

Tahle 7.
Distribution of rural women hased on food security
S.No.| Food Security | Number | Percentage
1 Iligh 12 1176
2 Medium T2 70.59
3 Low 14 17,05
Total| 102 100.00

Majority (70.59%) of women had medium
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lewel of food security. followed by 17.65 per cent of
wornen with low level food availability, This may be
due to their occupational status. Only 11.76 per cent of
women had high level of fond security. Hence, income
and ocenpational stats of women may affect the fod
SECUriTY.

Livelihood security index of rural women
Tuble § revealed mean livelihood security
index of rural women. Rural women were having

highest livelihood security index value at 141.9.

Table 8.
Livelihood Secarity Index of rural women
S.Mo. | Distribation|  Livelibood Security
Index of rucal women

L. |Mean 1419
2. |Maximuom 152.0
3. | Minimuom 131.7
4. |Range 202
5. |SD 101

Table 9 revealed that majority {(52.94%) of
rral women  had  medinm L8] value and there was a
gap ol about forty eight per cent to reach the level of TIH)
per cenl LSI. More than one-third {34.31%) of women
had high level of LSI value and less than one-~{ifth
(18.63%) of women had low level LSI value, This
indicated that appropriate steps need to be faken fo
improve upon the livelihood of rural women.
Tahle 9. Distribution of rural women hased on
livelihooad security index (N= 102)
S.No.| Livelihood Security Index | Number | Percentage
. | High 19 18.63
2 |Medium 52,94
A | Low as 3431
Toial 12 110,04

CONCLUSION

The analysis of livelihood security of rural
women revealed that, averape livelihood security was
inmedium level only, whereas it is expected to be on the
higher side, on the given socio economic and
educational background of the state. The components
such as environmenial and financial security pull down
the average livelihood security, in spite of high
cdncational, social, health, food and habitat sccurity.
This reflected the imbalanced development of the
society and highlights the need (o take eflective steps o
improve the livelihood security by focusing on the grey
areas. There are changes inthe livelihood pattern of the
society and this is much evident in the lives of rural
women. In this regard People are shiftimg from
agriculture to other sectors for their livelihood, as they
find agrienlture a high-risk, less-remuperative
enterprise and so on. There is an wrgent need for a
paradizgm shifi tom subzisience farming to
commercial fanming which has (o be sustainable also.
This calls for an cffective extension strategy that links
tarmers with regional, nebonal snd  international
markets, s0 as to make farmmg a more rewarding

enterprise.
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